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fabrics, and in particular to a method for sealing ceramic fiber fabrics using special binders, coatings,
and/or coatings. Ceramic fiber-reinforced composites are beginning to find widespread use in

structural applications. Commercial products such as the VERSABOND(copyright) II 6200 material
(commonly known as xe2x80x9c6200xe2x80x9d) are currently being used as a replacement for

traditional steel and concrete products. Such materials are typically used to manufacture items such
as the connecting box of a pick-up truck, the fuel tank of an airplane, and the beam of a bridge.
Ceramic fiber-reinforced composites have also been used to make reinforced glass fabrics. Such

fabrics are useful in many types of lightweight products, such as glass windows, wall tiles, and roof
panels. Fabric reinforced with glass fibers is sometimes preferred over fabric reinforced with ceramic

fibers because the glass fibers are much lighter than ceramic fibers. Recently, some automotive
designers have begun to use reinforced glass fabrics in laminated glass windshields. The theory
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behind such designs is that the glass fabric will flex when impacted, and thus absorb the energy of
the impact. This design can improve the safety of the vehicle, because it helps to protect the
passenger(s) from flying glass fragments. An early design meeting this concept is the Hitron

windshield. One difficulty with glass-reinforced ceramic fiber fabrics is that they are difficult to
fabricate into windshields. Because glass does not have the required tensile and flexural strength to
withstand the cutting, shaping, and handling required to fabricate windshields, ceramic fabrics are

typically used in windshields. Ceramic fiber fabrics have excellent impact strength, as well as
superior performance in their intended applications. However, ceramic fiber fabrics are difficult to

seal. A ceramic fiber fabric must be sealed
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