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500,000 air travelers is calling for airlines to require metal detectors, see-
through body scanners at all airports, and for travelers to be checked by
trained security personnel. The association of air carriers, known as the Air
Transport Association, also says the government should deregulate the
screening industry and limit the authority of the Transportation Security
Administration. The association is addressing the concerns of airlines after
some fliers complained that TSA screenings at the nation’s airports were
intrusive, time-consuming and too often embarrassing. ADVERTISEMENT
The leaders of the ATCA and one of its member companies, US Airways, said
the group is calling for all travelers to undergo full-body scans and to be
randomly selected to be screened by trained personnel. “If you would like a
more secure method of air travel, you’ll have to choose,” said US Airways
chief executive Doug Parker. The group wants TSA to come under the
Department of Homeland Security, a shift from current administrative control
by the Transportation Security Administration. It also says TSA should be
required to demonstrate that it’s protecting air travelers, not just the
government. “The only way to prove that government-run screening works is
to have trials of random screening. That has not been done. TSA has not done
that yet, and I would expect that it will not do it until there has been further
steps,” Parker said. He said random screening is the best method to identify
the small percentage of people who have a threat device, but that it has to be
done quickly and accurately. “Of all the challenges facing the industry today,
security is the
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